
	  
Have	  a	  Question?	  You’re	  not	  the	  First!	  	  

Frequently	  Asked	  Questions	  about	  History	  Day…	  
	  

	  
Q.	  Who	  can	  help	  me	  with	  everything	  History	  Day	  related?	  
A.	  There	  are	  plenty	  of	  people	  and	  resources	  you	  can	  go	  to	  for	  information	  
about	  History	  Day!	  	  

1. UConn	  Interns!	  Aimee	  Alsterda	  and	  Andrew	  Folsom	  will	  be	  
at	  MMS	  all	  year	  long	  and	  are	  History	  Day	  experts!	  You	  can	  
come	  visit	  them	  in	  Mrs.	  Brouse’s	  room	  (112)	  or	  contact	  
them	  by	  e-‐mail!	  (aimee.alsterda@gmail.com	  or	  
andrew.folsom@uconn.edu)	  

2. Your	  Social	  Studies	  Teacher	  Your	  SS	  teachers	  are	  here	  to	  
help	  you	  find	  useful	  resources,	  answer	  questions,	  and	  give	  
you	  suggestions	  for	  project	  topics.	  

3. MMS	  or	  Your	  Local	  Library	  Librarians	  are	  a	  great	  source	  to	  
obtain	  information	  about	  resources	  and	  topics.	  	  

4. NHD	  Website	  The	  National	  History	  Day	  website	  has	  a	  vast	  
amount	  of	  information	  and	  resources	  about	  History	  Day	  
(http://www.nhd.org/)	  	  
	  

Q.	  What	  is	  this	  year’s	  theme	  all	  about?	  	  
A.	  This	  year’s	  theme	  is	  Revolution,	  Reaction,	  and	  Reform	  in	  History.	  	  
We	  can	  define	  these	  terms	  as:	  	  
	  
Revolution:	  “The	  overthrow	  of	  one	  government	  and	  it’s	  replacement	  with	  
another”	  OR	  “A	  sudden	  or	  momentous	  change	  in	  a	  situation.”	  
	  
Reaction:	  “An	  action	  in	  response	  to	  some	  influence,	  event,	  etc.”	  
	  



Reform:	  “The	  improvement	  or	  amendment	  of	  what	  is	  wrong,	  corrupt,	  
unsatisfactory.”	  
	  
Also,	  you	  can	  choose	  a	  topic	  that	  incorporates	  more	  than	  one	  of	  these	  
themes	  if	  you	  find	  one	  that	  interests	  you!	  	  
Here	  is	  the	  NHD	  website’s	  definition	  of	  this	  year’s	  theme:	  
http://www.nhd.org/images/uploads/2012%20theme%20sheet.pdf	  
	  
	  
Q.	  How	  do	  I	  pick	  a	  topic	  that	  I’m	  interested	  in?	  	  
A.	  Do	  some	  research!	  Think	  back	  to	  some	  topics	  you’ve	  learned	  about	  in	  
your	  SS	  classes...what’s	  interested	  you?	  You	  may	  also	  want	  to	  choose	  
something	  you	  know	  nothing	  about!	  If	  this	  is	  the	  case,	  we	  encourage	  you	  to	  
talk	  to	  the	  UConn	  interns	  or	  your	  SS	  teacher	  for	  ideas!	  
	  
Check	  out	  some	  sample	  topics:	  
http://www.nhd.org/images/uploads/2012SampleTopicspage.pdf	  
	  
	  
Q.	  Where	  can	  I	  find	  resources	  on	  my	  topic?	  
There	  are	  endless	  resources	  at	  your	  disposal!	  We	  recommend	  you	  start	  are	  
you	  research	  by	  checking	  out:	  	  

∗ Libraries	  
∗ Archives	  
∗ Museums	  
∗ Oral	  History	  
∗ Interviews	  
∗ Historic	  Sites	  

If	  you’re	  still	  struggling	  to	  find	  sources,	  come	  see	  your	  UConn	  interns!	  	  
	  
Q.	  What	  are	  the	  requirements	  for	  History	  Day	  at	  MMS?	  

1. Choose	  a	  topic	  (See	  “sample	  topics”	  website	  or	  see	  your	  interns	  Mr.	  
Folsom	  &	  Ms.	  Alsterda	  for	  ideas).	  	  

2. Decide	  if	  you’re	  working	  alone	  or	  in	  a	  group.	  	  
3. Complete	  a	  1-‐2	  page	  “Intent	  to	  Participate”	  paper	  and	  submit	  by	  

Thursday,	  December	  1st!	  
4. Meet	  ALL	  History	  Day	  deadlines.	  	  


